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REMINDER
Remember to check the website 

http://www.vhoc.org 
for announcements, cancelled classes, 

upcoming events and other important club information.

If you know of a member who would appreciate 
receiving correspondence, such as a get-well card, 

sympathy card, etc., please email our Corresponding 
Secretary, Melody Myers, at 

ruby_mudpie@hotmail.com
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VHOC Board of Directors

VHOC Standing Committees

President     Vice President    Treasurer
Ann Hills     Deborah Lang    Michael Frumkin

Corresponding Secretary   Recording Secretary   Membership
Melody Myers     Shirley Frumkin   Carole Hills

Publicity     Obedience Trial   Agility Trial
TBA          Laurie Burnam    Nancy Giltner
           
Training     Past President           
Laurie Burnam     Jennifer Voogt
Sarah Sykes
Kim Simons

Agility Trial Volunteer Workers  Banquet    Catalog
Nancy Giltner     Kathy Spilos    Carole Raschella
Kim Simons     Linda Brooks  
      Ann Hills

Food & Hospitality    General Meetings   Newsette
TBA      Deborah Lang    Carole Raschella
      Ann Hills

Raffle      Seminar Coordinators   Show ‘N Go
Cindi Malchose     Sandy Walton    Shiro Torquato
Allison Pobirs     Paddy Warner    
Jan Racey
Christy Tattersall    Top Dog Captains   Trophies 
Carrie Racey     Patti Rovtar    Sarah Sykes
      Cindi Malchose    Deborah Lang   
           Joyce Davis
Website Administrator    Yahoo Group
Jennifer Voogt     Allison Pobirs

Do you have a brag? Did you get a new puppy? Is your dog celebrating a birthday? 
Do you have other dog-related news, photos, articles, humor or upcoming events you’d like to share?

Do you have a canine product or service you’d like to promote?
Ads are only $10.00 a month, or $50.00 for an entire year.
Email me for more information, or just send your stuff to:

Carole Raschella
carole@raschella.com 

Submission deadline is the 8th of each month
This is YOUR Newsette...make it great!

Got News?
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Sharon Clarke and Flynn:  October 5, 2014, Southern California Ibizan Hound Club, Chino, CA
 New CAX title! (Coursing Ability Excellent; 25 qualifying runs)
 
Sharon Clarke and Flynn:  October 11 and 12, 2014, Bakersfield Obedience Training Club, Bakersfield, CA
 Open B, 198, 2nd place
 New Grad Novice title!
 Open B, 196.5, 5th place

On Saturday, in Open B, Flynn was tied for 1st place, but we were bested in the heel-off and received second 
place for our efforts.
         Sharon Clarke

Sharon Clarke and Flynn:  October 18 and 19, 2014, Del Valle Dog Club, Pleasanton, CA
 New Versatility title!

Flynn completed his Versatility title this weekend...So, that means that he has completed four (4) titles in as 
many weekends...Grand Championship, CAX, GO and VER. 
         Sharon Clarke
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(in order to activate membership, applicants need to attend one general meeting or volunteer to help at a VHOC event)
Welcome to our New Members!
Ronda Harvey and Pomeranian, Maltese mix and Chinese Crested

Doribeth Elkins and Golden Retriever, Standard Poodle and Beagle
Annette Ankele and Smooth Fox Terrier and Wire Fox Terrier

Cynthia Casby and Collies
Jane Nye and Cardigan Welsh Corgi
Robert Cabral and Belgian Malinois
David Jackson and Golden Retriever

Tracy England and Border Collie

Sharon Clarke and Flynn*:  September 28, 2014, 
             Burbank Kennel Club,
             Van Nuys, CA
 New Grand Champion!

*GCh Keygolde Whiskey River CDX, RN, CAA, BHN 

Kathy Spilos and Caelia:  September 21 and 22, 2014, 
        German Shepherd Specialty shows
 Rally Adv, 1st place
 Rally Adv, 1st place
 Beg Novice, 192, 1st place

Kathy says, "WHOO HOO way to go my 'little' one! I'm so 
proud at how much Lia learned and did in only a few short 
weeks of practice. Now we'll focus on polishing up our skills 
and look forward to completing both these titles soon!"
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Kathy Spilos and Caelia:  September 21 and 22, 2014, 
        German Shepherd Specialty shows
 Rally Adv, 1st place
 Rally Adv, 1st place
 Beg Novice, 192, 1st place

Kathy says, "WHOO HOO way to go my 'little' one! I'm so 
proud at how much Lia learned and did in only a few short 
weeks of practice. Now we'll focus on polishing up our skills 
and look forward to completing both these titles soon!"

Allison Pobirs and Ladd*:  October 18, 2014, Hidden Valley Obedience Club
 UDX, 2nd leg
 Open B - Alvin Eng
 Utility B - Betty Ribble

*On Target’s Without Question

Allison Pobirs and Ladd*:  September 13, 2014, ASC of Southern California
 Open A, 1st place New ASCA CDX Title! HIT! (Judge Gina Grissom)

Holy Smokes! Ladd wasn't the only thing that was hot today, it was 105°.  Despite the incredible heat everyone was in 
good cheer, making the best of the day.



6.

Official Newsletter of Valley Hills Obedience Club, Inc. Volume 60 Issue 3

More Brags!

Laurie Burnam and Scusi: October 31-November 8, 2014, ASCA Nationals Bryan, TX
 Rally Excellent 197 1st place New Title! RAX!
 Novice B Obedience  191.5  5th Place New title! CD!
 Novice Agility Regular  10 Q 1st Place
 Novice Gamblers  10 Q 1st Place
 Novice Jumpers 10 Q 1st Place
 Novice Jumpers  10 Q 2nd Place
 Started Sheep 75  1st leg 5th Place
 Conformation Evaluation 78.5 Above average score
 MVA - Most Versatile Aussie Participent and Qualifier

“Q'd in 8 out of 10 classes entered, not bad for a 2 year old dog and her first Nationals. She now has 20 titles to date 
in agility, herding, obedience and rally.”

Australian Shepherd Club of America
National Specialty

October 31-November 8, 2014
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Laurie Burnam and Scusi: July 19, 2014, NADAC Agility, Stone Pony Ranch, Moorpark
 Novice Jumpers 10 Q 1st Place
 Novice Regular 10 Q 2nd Place 2nd leg
 Novice Touch N Go 10 Q 1st Place 1st leg
 Novice Touch N Go 10 Q 2nd Place 2nd leg
 Beginners Agility Pass 1st leg
 Beginners Agility Pass  New title! BA!

Laurie Burnam and Scusi: August 23, 2014, ASCA Agility, Kenny Grove Park, Fillmore
 Novice Gamblers 10 Q 3rd Place New title! GS-N!
 Novice Regular 10 Q 1st Place
 Novice Regular 10 Q 1st Place
 Novice Regular 10 Q 1st Place
 Novice Regular   5 Q 2nd Place
 Novice Jumpers 10 Q 2nd Place

Laurie Burnam and Scusi: September 7, 2014, NADAC Agility, Gabrieleno Park, Lakeview Terrace
 Novice Extreme Gators  5 Q     
 Novice Extreme Gators 10 Q

Laurie Burnam and Scusi: September 13-14, 2014, ASCA  Rally and Obedience, Kenny Grove Park, Fillmore
 Advanced B Rally 196 1st Place 2nd leg
 Advanced B Rally 200 1st Place  New title! RAX!
 Novice B Obedience 1st Place   1st Leg
 Novice B Obedience  2nd Place  2nd leg

Laurie Burnam and Scusi: September 20-21, 2014, Antelope Valley Stockdog Club, Task Farms, Leona Valley
 AHBA Junior Herding Dog  pass
 AHBA Junior Herding Dog  pass New title! JHD!

Laurie Burnam and Scusi: September 27, 2014, ASCA Rally, Soledad Canyon, Acton
 Excellent A 199 1st Place 1st Leg   HIT!
 Excellent A 197 1st Place 2nd Leg

Laurie Burnam and Scusi: October 11-12, 2014, Antelope Valley Stockdog Club, Task Farms, Leona Valley
 AKC Pre Trial Herding Class  Pass
 AKC Pre Trial Herding Pass Class  New title! PT!
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The History of VHOC
1953-1956

In 1953, Robert (Bob) Burd and his wife, 
Helene, of Reseda, CA (along with their 
Weimaraner, Heidi), founded Valley Hills 
Obedience Club to “sponsor and promote the 
training of dogs, to strive for the better care and 
control of dogs, and to conduct obedience trials 
under the rules of the American Kennel Club.”  

 
With Bob serving as its 
first President, the club 
offered Thursday 
evening beginning and 
advanced obedience 
classes, and held 
monthly dinner meetings at a restaurant in Tarzana. Dues were set at one dollar 
per year.  
 
By 1955, the club had grown to 100 members and was widely mentioned in the 
local press, rivaling the Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club, American Legion 
and other community organizations in popularity, and drawing frequent 
spectators to its weekly training sessions. 
 
Classes were held at Reseda Park, on the corner of Reseda and Victory 
Boulevards, and remained at that location for the next fifty years before moving 
to the present site at Canoga Park Lutheran School. The first sessions were 
taught by Fred Von Huly, a 
well-known trainer whose goal 
was to “teach the owner how to 
teach his dog with patience and 
kindness,” and were supported 

by the Department of Animal Regulations in its belief 
that “if the vast population of dogs in this city were 
trained, there would be no dog problem and legislation 
to restrict and control dogs would be unnecessary.” 
 
 
The beginning class covered the basic AKC Novice 
exercises - heel on leash, figure 8, stand for exam, heel 
off leash, and recall. Students would then move on to 
the advanced class, where they would learn the 
standard exercises performed in the AKC Open Class, 
including the directed retrieve, drop on recall, and broad 
jump. The last class of each series began with a 
competition for trophies and awards, followed by a 
formal graduation ceremony. 
 
Anyone living in the Valley during those years would 
know the Hangman’s Tree on Ventura Boulevard. 
Although it’s now the location of a mini-mall, it was a 
popular restaurant named for the huge sycamore that 
shaded its west side, said to be the place where horse 
thieves were strung up. Which would account for the 
effigy of “Reseda Red” dangling from its branches! On 
the last Friday of every month, it was host to VHOC’s  
 



1

Official Newsletter of Valley Hills Obedience Club, Inc. Volume 60 Issue 3

9.

The History of VHOC cont’d.
dinner meetings, with frequent celebrity guests such as Bill 
Koehler, one of the foremost trainers of his time and author of 
several bestselling books. 
 
On February 18, 1955, it was where Carl Spitz, a nationally 
famous trainer and honorary club member, passed the gavel 
from Bob Burd to the new, incoming President, Chuck Alvis. 
Chuck and his wife, Rena, were prominent members of VHOC 
but nine months later, they relocated to Iowa, leaving Vice 
President Helene Burd to assume the role of President pro tem, 
until January, 1956, when Bob Burd once again took over the 
position. 
 
During those first three years, the beginning of formal dog 
obedience classes in the San Fernando Valley was only one of 
many activities initiated by VHOC. Saturday afternoon 
practice rings drew as many as 40 people each week, and 
beginning in August 1955, children as young as eight and as 
old as sixteen attended a popular juniors class on Saturday 
mornings taught by Frances McFall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In addition to those at Reseda Park, classes expanded to a location in the 17000 block of Ventura 
Boulevard in Tarzana, now occupied by a car rental company. Several club members’ dogs worked on 
what was then the new “Lassie” series, as well as other lesser-known,  
local shows, such as “Wrangler Jim” and “The Pan Pacific Show.” 
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The History of VHOC cont’d.
A major highlight during those years happened in February 22, 1955, when Bob and Helene Burd were 
presented with Dog World’s annual award for “Outstanding Service to Dogs” during the previous year. 
This was a prestigious national award, an honor to its recipients and quite an accomplishment for 
members of a club founded only two years earlier.    
 
All the local newspapers – Valley Times, Reseda Life, The Green Sheet, the Pink Sheet, Reseda News 
and the Encinian – ran the story. 
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The History of VHOC cont’d. 
In May, 1955, West L.A. Obedience Club held the first AKC sanctioned OA match in Southern 
California, and less than three months later, on August 6, VHOC held the first nighttime OA match, 
with a record 185 entries.                     
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In January, 1956, a new board was sworn in and, Bob Burd began a second term as President. VHOC’s 
reputation spread, and a third class was added on Wednesday nights at Studio City Park. 
 
 
 
 
On February 12, the club held its second sanctioned match, this time indoors, from noon to 7:00pm at 
Devonshire Downs. It repeated the success of the year before, and then two months latet, news arrived 
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The History of VHOC cont’d.
with a second reason to celebrate. The long-awaited approval arrived from the American Kennel Club, 
meaning VHOC could finally hold a formal obedience trial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A date was selected and and official announcement was made. VHOC’s first AKC licensed obedience 
trial would be held on Saturday evening, August 18, 1956, at Reseda Park. 
 
As preparation for the show went into full swing, VHOC took time to celebrate its third birthday, and in 
In July, the club held its annual pot luck dinner at the Disabled American Veterans Hall, just south of 
Vanowen Street in Woodland Hills, where it still remains, almost six decades later. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then  the club announced a different kind of birthday… 
 
  
 
 
  
              
 
 
 
 
 
And of course the plans for the trial hit the newspapers. 
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The History of VHOC cont’d.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The trial committee encouraged all members to enter, even if their only event was the Title Parade. 
They were determined that this would to be the biggest, best trial ever. 
 
And that is exactly what it was. With 396 entries, the trial had the highest attendance in U.S. history! 
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The History of VHOC cont’d.
Row after row of trophies were on display waiting to be won.  
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The History of VHOC cont’d.
Classes were split to accommodate the many entries, and additional judges had to be hired to cover all 
eleven rings. And to top it off, the trophies were presented by TV star, “Lassie”! 
 
 
Some of the winners: 
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The History of VHOC cont’d.
 
The next issue of the Newsette was full of well-deserved brags…”396 entries…an all time record in the 
AKC books for an obedience trial,” along with grateful appreciation for the support and enthusiasm of 
all the other clubs, and a big thank you to the public who came out to watch. 
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The History of VHOC cont’d. 
 
In addition, President Burd wrote a more formal article, beginning with a brief history of the club, and 
then covering the trial itself, with a listing of first place winners of the classes, and of course, the highest 
scoring dog of the trial, with a perfect 200 points, Hugo XV, U.D., a Dachschund owned by Charles and 
Mae Horne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is only a brief history of VHOC’s first years, but what triumphant years they were! And now, here 
we are in 2014, preparing for our 59th trial. To all those entered, as you go in the ring, good luck, and 
know that you’re following in the footsteps of all those people and dogs who have done the same for 
more than half century. Now it’s your turn to go make history! 
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Printed with permission
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RAFFLE
Is It Ever Too Late To Make A Donation?

NEVER!

Traditionally speaking VHOC has one of the BEST raffles at trials in Southern CA. To maintain exhibitor draw to our 
trial raffle takes a lot of donations, so we collect for our raffle all year round. Several of our dedicated Committee 
members are generous enough and the space to dedicate to store items in their homes. They even been known to 
purchase items to donate.

The Raffle Committee members do their best to have something of interest in each basket and to have a volume of 
baskets so that folks purchasing raffle tickets feel they have a chance to win.

We can continue build a draw for raffle ticket sales thru the generosity of club members and the vendors we solicit for 
donations. We never turn down donations. Did you know that you can donate items as well as cash to our Trial Raffle. 
Raffle Committee members often purchase items to donate to the raffle. So yes cash is used for big ticket items such as 
crates, forced air dryers, portable dog wash tubs, high end training equipment i.e. jumps (agility/obedience) and high end 
interactive training toys and more! 

We will accept any item that might be of interest and gift cards for anything exhibitors would want to win!  So feel free 
to donate a Cruise, Starbuck gift card, fancy tug toy, we will accept it!

When does VHOC begin to collect donations for our next raffle? The day of our trial raffle, we begin collecting for the 
following event!

Thank you one-and-all for your past donations and future donations!
 
VHOC Raffle Committee

Allison Pobirs, Carrie Racey, Christy Tattersal, Cindi Malchose, Jan Racey
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End With A Smile



P.O. BOX 10132 
CANOGA PARK  CA  91309

TO:

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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