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General Meeting— 

Friday Nov 17th 

Appetizers and Desserts 6:30-7 

Presentation starts at 7 PM 

We will be having a presentation 

by Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

All dogs crated during presentation. 

RSVP to Carole Hills at 

chills37@aol.com 

See flyer on Page 4 
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Friday, Nov. 17 -- 6:30-8:30 PM  

at our training area at the Canoga Park Lutheran Church. 

A trained guide dog is a gift of independence for someone who is blind or visually im-

paired.  This informative, hands-on presentation will offer a glimpse into what it’s like to 

navigate the world as a person who is blind.  Learn how GDA’s highly skilled dogs are 

trained, and how their unique skillsets enrich the lives of their partners.  Meet puppies-in-

training and learn more about the critical role of GDA's volunteer puppy raisers.  

The field is open for training from 6:30-7pm.  Presentation starts at 7pm.  We will not 

have time to set up agility equipment this month.   

Out of respect for our presenters, please do not plan to continue training after 

7pm.  Dogs welcome, but must be able to crate quietly during the presentation.  

Please consider bringing an appetizer or dessert to share with the group. 

RSVP by Wednesday, Nov. 15 to chills37@aol.com 
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You can access the VHOC Premium at the VHOC website 

https://www.vhoc.org/single-post/2017/10/22/VHOCs-Annual-Trial-Premiums 

or on Sharon Licciardi’s website http://www.slicciardi.com/ 

Entries Close 6:00pm (PT) NOVEMBER 22, 2017  

You can access the VHOC Premium at the VHOC website 

https://www.vhoc.org/single-post/2017/10/22/VHOCs-Annual-Trial-Premiums 

Or on Larry Ribbeck’s webpage: http://www.lribbeck.com/akc-trials.html 

Or you can enter online at the AKC website if you have a login. 

ENTRIES CLOSE on November 24, 2017 at 11 pm  

Our trials are fast approaching—we have a full slate of Obedience 
and Rally classes—and 3 full days of agility—FAST and Premier 

classes all 3 days. 
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More information on our Annual 
Holiday Party will be sent out 
once the location has been de-
termined. 

Hope you can come and enjoy the 
fun  

Please mark your calendar and 
save the date!! 
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In Loving Memory—RIP Spencer 
 

9-17-2003 to 10-9-2017 
 

Loved by Loretta and Ira 
Greenberg 
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Cynthia Casby forwarded over a message from her Vet on the H3N2 Virus 

From: "Media City Animal Hospital"  

Date: November 3, 2017 at 2:32:50 PM PDT 

Subject: * H3N2 in Burbank 

 

Dear Clients, 

     Our hospital has confirmed a case of H3N2 Canine Influenza in a patient this week. We've reported the 

case to the Los Angeles Department of Veterinary Public Health, and the patient has been placed under a 40-

day home quarantine. We believe the patient acquired the virus locally, and it's very likely that other dogs in 

our area are infected or have been exposed. We are encouraging our clients to vaccinate their dogs against the 

virus and to seek treatment if their pet exhibits any signs of illness including coughing, sneezing, vomiting, 

diarrhea, lethargy, fever and low appetite. 

For more information on the Canine Influenza Virus: https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Reference/Pages/

Canine-Influenza-Backgrounder.aspx 

Sincerely, 

Katie Taylor, MA, CVPM 

Media City Animal Hospital 

 

1. “Core” vaccines important for puppies and kittens. 

2. Other vaccines optional depending on location and lifestyle. 

3. Annual boosters not required and usually unnecessary/unwise. 

4. Vaccination may not equate to immunization; check serum titers to validate. 

5. Long-term protection from canine distemper, hepatitis, parvovirus; feline panleukopenia. 

6. Measure serum antibody (vaccine titers) instead annually or triennially. 

7. Give thimerosal (mercury)-free rabies vaccines; and as late as allowed (20-24 weeks). 

8. Booster vaccinations only legally required for rabies. 

9. Half-dose “core” vaccines sufficient to protect small toy dogs. 

10. Recognize vaccine adverse events; genetic predisposition. Don’t breed; avoid re-vaccination. 

From Dr. Dodds website 
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Thanks to all who came out for the Oct. General Meeting.  It was a nice evening of food, friends, and four-

legged, topped off by an exciting costume contest. 

All who participated were winners in our book, but six canine contestants received special recognition via the 

following categories: 

Best Team Effort: GIRL POWER with the Supergirl and Wonder Woman team of Ella and Roxy (Cathy Da-

vis) 

Most Cooperative Costume-Clad Canine - Angel Zimmerman in her full ghost get-up. 

Most Elaborate - Sebastian Schoolhouse in his Surfer Dude costume, complete with board shorts, sunglasses, a 

wig and a hat! 

Scariest went to Gabe the felonious Corgi, as the judges agreed, given his long rap sheet, we wouldn't want to 

run into his in a dark alley! 

Heart-Stealer - Supergirl Scoutie ... whose superpowers keep her going strong. 

Costume Photos 
By  

Joyce Davis 
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Are Rawhide Chews Dangerous for Your Dog? 
Katie Finlay | October 04, 2017 

 

  

When it comes to choosing the right dog chews, the options are seemingly limitless. You’ve likely heard that 
rawhide chews are particularly bad for dogs, filled with awful chemicals and waiting to be lodged into your 
pup’s intestine. But is this really the case? Are rawhide chews safe for dogs, or are they delicious death traps? 
Many dogs love rawhides. They are great long-lasting chews that keep puppies and dogs busy, are a tasty 
snack, and even help clean teeth and promote oral health. The short answer to their safety however, is “it de-
pends.” Well, what does it depend on? It turns out the safety of any rawhide depends on several factors, and 
we’ll go over these below. 

  

It should be no secret that every dog is different. The safest treats and toys are highly dependent on your 
dog’s individual chewing style. For example, a Chihuahua is likely to be a much softer chewer than 
a Rottweiler. The age of the dog plays a role, as well, because most young puppies and senior dogs have soft-
er mouths than their adult counterparts. Therefore, it’s safe to assume that your own dog’s chewing style will 
change over time, and the treats considered safe for your dog will vary alongside those changes. 

Rawhides are meant to be long-lasting chews that break down into tiny, soft pieces over time. However, 

strong chewers are typically able to break off large chunks that can pose a major choking hazard or cause an 

intestinal blockage—both are life-threatening events. You 

can help prevent this from happening by offering an appro-

priately sized rawhide, but it’s best to avoid them if your 

dog is a very heavy chewer. For dogs that are soft chewers, 

rawhides are generally considered to be safe treats because 

these dogs don't break them down into chunks.  

Your Dog's Chewing Style 

http://www.akc.org/puppies/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/chihuahua/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/rottweiler/
http://www.akc.org/puppies/
http://www.akc.org/content/dog-care/articles/caring-for-older-dog/


 13 

In recent years, many dog owners have become concerned about the ingredients in their dogs' food and 
treats. You may have even noticed that many rawhide chew manufacturers are promoting their 
"natural, digestible chews." Does that mean that rawhide chews are not all one and the same? That’s 
exactly what it means. Rawhide chews are made from dried animal skins, which seems natural enough. 
What’s important to consider, however, is where these rawhide chews are made. Rawhides made in the 
United States are few and far between, and much pricier than your average chew—but the benefits are 
well worth the cost. 

Rawhide chews are made from the leather industry’s leftovers. Most hides are taken directly from the 
kill floors at slaughterhouses and placed into high-salt brines, which helps slow their decay. Most raw-
hide chews are manufactured in China, and it can take weeks to months before these brined hides actu-
ally make it to the tanneries for their final manufacture. Once the hide arrives at a tannery, it is soaked 
and treated with lime to help separate the fat from the skin, the hair is removed by chemical and physi-
cal efforts, and the hide is rinsed again. Unfortunately, the salt brines cannot prevent decay, no matter 
how long they delay it. It is best to fully rinse a rawhide in water prior to giving it to your dog. 

 

Rawhide digestibility can vary from dog to dog and from chew to chew. Generally speaking, rawhides 
are not easily digested, which is why large chunks broken off and swallowed pose such high obstruc-
tion risks. Any pieces your pup breaks off will have to pass through his digestive system in chunks, 
since they will not be broken down as well as the rest of his food. 

It is best to manually remove the chewed up rawhide before the dog ingests it, as it can not only poten-
tially cause an esophageal or intestinal obstruction, but it can last for months in his stomach, causing 
very gastrointestinal issues. 

That said, dogs that truly take their time chewing on rawhides and do not swallow large pieces should 
have no digestive problems with the treats. Some manufacturers even make rawhide chews out of more 
digestible ingredients, and although they do not always last as long, they are excellent alternatives for 
dogs that might have stomach issues. 

The decision about whether to offer rawhide chews is going to be yours and yours alone. Consider your 
dog’s individual chewing habits and health, decide if you’re willing to accept the extra expense of high
-quality, American-made chews (since it's less likely that illegal or toxic chemicals were used in the 
manufacturing process), and consult with your veterinarian. Make sure you read the label carefully, 
and remember that the thicker the hide, the better, since it will take longer for your dog to chew. 

There are many great alternatives to rawhide chews, but for the right dog, these treats can be a perfect-
ly safe option. It all comes down to your comfort level and ability to recognize the risks involved in 
providing them to your dog. 

Taken from AKC website - 

http://www.akc.org/content/health/articles/are-rawhide-chews-dangerous-for-dog/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20171010-A2-content-
health&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTWpCaU5ETTJabU00WVdVNSIsInQiOiIrdThzNU5DdlFZWDhyUHhHSn
R6QVNJVXVOWFkrWVNSOVwvNXVTQnJDQWgybGpKOWIrUWg2QjU2Nm9GbFdPOGVNQ0
xoXC9PN1pubXV1dWUrNVBabllScEFXU0ZUSjNSZUgxZm5LQlhZUjg2S0t6UmEzZ292cmxMSW
VNUG9aWGVaY2VUIn0%3D 

Ingredients     Continued—Are Rawhide Chews Dangerous for Your Dog? 

Digestibility 
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Submitted by Carole Raschella 
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Rates of Cancer by Dog Breed 
What are the rates of cancer by breed? That was a request that was sent in in response to Dr Riggs' guest 
post on cancer in dogs and cats and one worthy of a post of its own. 
In fact, there aren't many facts about relative rates of cancer by breed so I went to the source for the data. 
Dr. Steven Steinberg of VCA Veterinary Referral Associates, LLC has been collecting data on rates of 
cancer by breed over at the Vet Cancer Registryand built the following table based on a database 
of confirmed cancer cases compared to the numbers of AKC registered dogs in that breed.  
You can see that breeds such as Golden Retrievers, German Shepherd Dogs, Poodles and Rottweilers seem 
to have greater incidences of cancer than many other breeds.    

 

 

Breed 
Number 
Registered 

Rank by Num-
ber Registered 

Percent of 
Total Regis-
tered 

Number 
with Can-
cer 

Rank by Num-
ber with Cancer 

Percent of Total 
with Cancer 

Mixed Breed    1150 1 20.11% 

Labrador Retrievers 154,616 1 17.46% 74 13 1.29% 

Golden Retrievers 56,124 2 6.34% 561 2 9.81% 

German Shepherd Dogs 46,963 3 5.30% 197 3 3.45% 

Beagles 44,610 4 5.04% 105 10 1.84% 

Dachshunds 42,571 5 4.81% 71 14 1.24% 

Yorkshire Terriers 37,277 6 4.21% 43 21 0.75% 

Boxers 34,340 7 3.88% 155 5 2.71% 

Poodles 33,917 8 3.83% 178 4 3.11% 

Chihuahuas 28,466 9 3.21% 18 38 0.31% 

Shih Tzu 28,294 10 3.20% 86 12 1.50% 

Miniature Schnauzers 23,926 11 2.70% 105 11 1.84% 

Pomeranians 23,061 12 2.60% 10 45 0.17% 

Rottweilers 22,196 13 2.51% 143 6 2.50% 

Pugs 21,774 14 2.46% 32 24 0.56% 

Cocker Spaniels 20,655 15 2.33% 125 8 2.19% 

Shetland Sheepdogs 17,453 16 1.97% 140 7 2.45% 

Boston Terriers 15,983 17 1.81% 52 20 0.91% 

Bulldogs 15,810 18 1.79% 34 23 0.59% 

Miniature Pinschers 15,230 19 1.72% 1 51 0.02% 

Maltese 13,049 20 1.47% 25 32 0.44% 

Siberian Huskies 12,350 21 1.39% 58 18 1.01% 

German Shorthaired 
Pointers 

12,174 22 1.37% 25 33 0.44% 

Doberman Pinschers 11,829 23 1.34% 124 9 2.17% 

https://www.embracepetinsurance.com/blog/veterinary-thoughts-on-dog-and-cat-cancer
https://www.embracepetinsurance.com/blog/veterinary-thoughts-on-dog-and-cat-cancer
http://www.vcavra.com/
http://www.vetcancerregistry.com/


 16 

Basset Hounds 10,789 24 1.22% 60 17 1.05% 

Welsh Corgis (Pembroke) 9,921 25 1.12% 26 31 0.45% 

Bichon Frises 9,706 26 1.10% 20 37 0.35% 

English Springer Spaniel 9,128 27 1.03% 24 36 0.42% 

Great Danes 8,975 28 1.01% 29 28 0.51% 

Weimaraners 8,774 29 0.99% 25 34 0.44% 

Brittanys 7,846 30 0.89% 41 22 0.72% 

West Highland Terriers 7,814 31 0.88% 55 19 0.96% 

Collies 6,252 32 0.71% 32 25 0.56% 

Pekingese 5,822 33 0.66% 8 47 0.14% 

Mastiffs 5,797 34 0.65% 12 41 0.21% 

Australian Shepherds 5,789 35 0.65% 31 26 0.54% 

Lhasa Apsos 5,259 36 0.59% 30 27 0.52% 

Saint Bernards 5,188 37 0.59% 5 49 0.09% 

Papillons 4,547 38 0.51% 4 50 0.07% 

Chinese Shar-Pei 4,437 39 0.50% 61 16 1.07% 

Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel 

4,028 40 0.45% 6 48 0.10% 

Akitas 3,987 41 0.45% 10 46 0.17% 

Chesapeake Bay Retriever 3,829 42 0.43% 15 39 0.26% 

Cairn terriers 3,812 43 0.43% 29 29 0.51% 

Scottish terriers 3,516 44 0.40% 71 15 1.24% 

Newfoundlands 3,121 45 0.35% 11 42 0.19% 

Vizslas 3,106 46 0.35% 25 35 0.44% 

Bullmastiffs 2,900 47 0.33% 15 40 0.26% 

Airdale Terriers 2,841 48 0.32% 29 30 0.51% 

Bloodhounds 2,804 49 0.32% 11 43 0.19% 

Great Pyrenees 2,773 50 0.31% 11 44 0.19% 

       

Totals 885,429   4208  73.59% 

Rates of Cancer—Continued 
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As Dr Steinberg would say, this table is only the first step in understanding cancer in different dog 
breeds but it's a good start. 
For the past thirty years the veterinary literature has been hampered by small numbers of cases 
even in the best-designed scientific studies. Every month we read of questions raised about hu-
man medical research where thousands of individuals have been included and yet we have been 
at the mercy of the results of veterinary studies in which rarely more than 30 individuals have 
been the basis of the study. 
Individual institutions usually don't generate enough consistent cases in large enough quantities 
to solve this problem and only by applying collated data collected cooperatively is veterinary med-
icine going to address this issue. 
  
The Vet Cancer Registry is a web based (www.vetcancerregistry.com) data collection point for 
confirmed veterinary cancer cases. Cases have been registered from all over the world and only 
those cases with confirmed diagnoses are accepted into the database. This service is totally free 
and has been developed to be user friendly. There are currently more than 7600 cases on the 
website and cases are being added at a rate of about 12-18 per week. The website is recording 
about 2000 to 4000 hits per day. There are 5,718 dogs and 1,959 cats registered at this time in 
the registry. 
 
Although the data are of a general nature, by looking at thousands of cases at one time one can 
notice trends that would not be evident in evaluating only a handful of cases. The search format is 
extremely interactive and allows for creative pursuits that are left to the imagination of the investi-
gator. There is also a mechanism to query case submitters and to encourage collaboration 
among researchers. 
  
We can associate the popularity of various dog breeds with the collected data from the Vet Can-
cer Registry by breed. In the following figure the top 50 dog breeds are listed with the number of 
individuals registered by breed according to published data from 2002 for the AKC. This table de-
notes trends where various dog breeds are over or under represented based on number of can-
cer cases reported in the registry in relation to popularity based on AKC registration. These kinds 
of trends are rarely used when a popular breed is noted to be susceptible for a specific disease in 
an institution's population. For example, Labrador Retrievers are by far the most popular breed, 
yet they are only number 13, among the top 50 breeds, in dogs most affected by cancer in cases 
registered in the Vet Cancer Registry. Similarly Chinese Shar-Peis are 39th in popularity accord-
ing to the AKC but 16th , among the top 50 breeds, in dogs reported to have cancer in the Vet 
Cancer Registry. 
  
Even this most simple study starts to reveal trends that as with all scientific endeavors raise more 
questions than they answer. Only by attaining significant numbers, will we obtain the knowledge 
to truly recognize incidence and treatment response trends. 
Reprinted with permission of H. Steven Steinberg, VMD, DACVIM 
 
Taken from https://www.embracepetinsurance.com/waterbowl/article/rates-of-cancer-by-dog-
breed 
 
 

This article is for information purposes only.  

Rates of Cancer—Continued 

https://www.embracepetinsurance.com/waterbowl/article/rates-of-cancer-by-dog-breed
https://www.embracepetinsurance.com/waterbowl/article/rates-of-cancer-by-dog-breed
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Karla Spitzer/Scott Friedman with Odie and Henry—Oct. 21, 2017—Samoyed Club of America, Agility 

trial, Camarillo, CA: 

Open Jumpers— 

Odie finished her OAJ today, third place 

NEW OAJ Title 

Novice Agility  

Henry finished his NA, 1st place. 

Jen Voogt and Calisto - 

Calisto got her herding PT title at the Pleasant 

Valley Stock Dog herding trial on Oct 21st and 

22nd.  

NEW PT Title 
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Patti Rovtar and Pippi 

Oct 29, 2017 - Pasanita Obedience Club.  Utility B 194, Open B 195.5 UDX leg #3 and High Score Work-

ing Group! 

Nov 4, 2017 - Santa Maria Kennel Club Utility B 193 1st Place, Open B 194 1st Place.  UDX leg #4 

and....HIT/HIGH COMBINED!! 

Nov 5, 2017 - Santa Maria Kennel Club Utility B 196 2nd Place, Open B 199 1st Place.  UDX leg #5 

and...HIT/HIGH COMBINED AGAIN!!! 
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Laurie & Scusi—October 21/22, 2017 Pleasant Valley Stockdog Club, AKC 

Herding Trial, On The Lamb, Camarillo, CA: 

Started Sheep Arena  Q  2nd Leg 

Started Sheep Arena  Q  3rd  Leg    HSAs  Title  #62 

 

October 28, 2017, Hollywood Dog Obedience Club, AKC Agility, Woodley Park, 

CA: 

Master Standard  100 Q  4th place  18 MACH points, 154 points to date. 

Paula Geigle and Hunter 

Allspice Perfect Game CDX, RN, NAJ, CGC (aka Hunter) earned his first rally ad-

vanced leg at Bakersfield with a 95 and a second place.  

Thank you Laurie for mentoring us through rally.  
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Trudi Schoolhouse and Sebastian— 

Sebastian got his Novice Obedience Title this weekend  

Pasanita Obedience Club,, October 29, 2017, Pasadena—Novice A—2nd Leg—3rd Place 

Antelope Valley KC, Nov 5, 2017, City of Industry, Novice A—TITLE—1st place 

Cynthia Casby with MacGyver and Potter 

MacGyver (Meadowlark’s I Can Do Anything at Fireside) got a 3 point major at the SoCal Collie PM 

Show in Ventura from the 6-9 class. He was also awarded Best Opposite Sex to Best of Breed ( beating 

all the males, rough, smooths, and champions). 

Potter got another point (and two Best of Variety awards) at the Antelope Valley show at City of Indus-

try this past weekend.  She now has 12 points and both majors towards her championship.  

I don’t  think I bragged about Potter’ last Novice Standard leg at the Golden’s show at COI in September 

with 1st place.  She is now Wild Wind’s Magical Mischief Maker at Fireside RN NA HT FDC CGC. We 

are planning to go for our 3rd CA (Coursing Ability) leg this month.  NEW NA Title 



 22 

Angel (Golden Retriever) & Linda Zimmerman in Rally 

A Great Big Thank You to VHOC Rally Instructor, Laurie Burnham. Laurie has been teaching us 

the complicated new signs that went into effect on Nov 1st and coaching us on our rally perfor-

mance.  

5/27 Antelope Valley Kennel Club—First RAE Leg 

Advanced B  Q  

Excellent B.   Q 

 

8/12 South Bay Kennel Club—Second RAE Leg 

Advanced B - Q 4th place 

Excellent B  -  Q  

 

11/4  - San Gabriel KC—First Masters leg 

Masters  Q. 3rd place  

 

11/5—Antelope Valley KC-Second Masters leg and Third RAE leg 

Masters  Q  2nd place    

Excellent B   Q 

Advanced B  Q    2nd place 

 

 

 

Qualifier from the 

very first Rally 

Masters class, (new 

class effective Nov 

1) with judge Bon-

nie Lee—Linda 

Zimmerman and 

Angle—3rd place. 

November 4th. 

Also on 11/5 

Triple Q Award for highest scor ing 

Qualifying in all three classes: Mas-

ters, Excellent B & Advanced B  

&  

High Combined Award for the 

highest combined score in Excellent 

B and Advanced B 
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Debbie Lang with Panda and Quila - 

Panda,  Quila and I spent the week in Bryan Texas at Aussie Nationals. We didn’t qualify in every-

thing, but we had a great time. Quila was in Veteran’s Agility Finals and Panda participated in 

Most Versatile Aussie (MVA). 

10-28-2017—SCASC Rally Pre-Trial 

Panda—Rally Advanced A—191—3rd place—RA title 

Quila—Rally Excellent B—198—2nd “X” leg (a score over 195) 

10-29-2017—ASC of Texas Agility Pre-trial 

Panda—Novice Gamblers—10 Pt Q—5th place 

10-30-2017—Veteran’s Agility Finals 

Quila—was invited to participate in Finals—we were not one of the top places, but 

she gave a respectable showing. 

11-1-2017—Nationals 

Quila—Rally Excellent B—a perfect 200, second fastest dog placing 2nd out of 71 

in the class. She earned her REX title. 

Quila—Agility—Elite Jumpers 10-Q 

Panda-  Agility—Open Jumpers 10-Q 3rd Place 

Panda - Agility– Novice Regular 10-Q 4th place 

11-2-2017– Nationals 

Panda-Rally Advanced A—198—2nd place—first “X” score towards RAX 

Panda—Novice Gambler—10-Q—2nd place 

Panda—Novice Gambler-  10-Q  - GS-N-SP Title 

Quila—Elite Regular—10-Q—4th place 

Quila—Elite Regular—10-Q 

11-3-2017– Nationals 

Panda—Novice Regular 10-Q 

Quila—Elite Jumpers 10-Q 
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