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May General Meeting 

Friday, May 15, 6:30 PM 

At the CPLS Training Field 

We will have a Nested Rally 

course set up, and hoops and 

barrels out to practice with. 

VHOC will provide KFC for the 

Main Course—Please bring a side 

to share. 

RSVP to djlang@sbcglobal.net 



 2 



 3 

Linda Zimmerman has quite a few brags for her Old English Sheepdog “Hudson” and her Golden Retriever 

“Angel” .  

She hasn’t sent in her K(9Nose Work brags for a long time, 

and she sent in this summary to bring us up to date. 

 

Hudson (Old English Sheepdog) 

 

 K9 Nose Work NW1 Title Feb. 2012 

          NW2 Title July 2012 

           

 NW3 Title 1st time Aug. 2013 

              "     "      2nd time , Sept 2014—     

  Fourth Place Overall 
              "     "      3rd time Dec 2014 = NW3 ELITE Title   

  Second Place Overall   

  

           Level 1 Element Trial - Containers = Title May 2015 

 

Hudson is the first Old English Sheepdog in the country  

to have earned the NW2, NW3 and NW3 Elite Titles.   

 

Angel (Golden) 

K9 Nose Work NW1 Title Dec 2013 

                      NW2 Title Aug 2014 

                      Level 1 Container Trial - one leg (half a Title) 

                      Level 1 Interiors Trial = Title May 2014+                

 

I am very proud and excited that Hudson and I have been invited to participate in the K9 Nose Work 

National Invitational Competition in Loveland, CO on May 15-17th.  Only for ty-four teams in the country 

met the requirements of earning their NW3 Elite title by Dec. 2014 in order to be invited.  We are the only Old 

English Sheepdog participating.  We'll appreciate any good thoughts and support you can send our way on 

May 15th & 16th as we compete against the best K9 Nose Work teams in the nation to hopefully qualify for 

competition in the finals on May 17th. 

 
  

 

P.S. A big Thank You to Valley Hills Obedience Club since they held a K9 Nose Work demo  

       at a club meeting several years ago which I found fascinating.  That is when our interest 

       in K9 Nose Work began.   

Hudson and Angel pictured with their title rib-

bons on May 2, 2015. 
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May is dog Cancer Awareness Month.  There are so many good organizations working towards a cure for 

cancer in dogs.  As many of you know one of our own VHOC members Terry Simons has a non-profit or-

ganization—CLEAR—Canine Lymphoma Education Awareness and Research.  According to the CLEAR 

website (http://clearcaninecancer.com/ ) Lymphoma is one of the most treatable cancers if caught early. 

There are some breeds that are more prone to cancers, such as the Golden Retriever, but all dogs can have 

cancer, especially as they grow older and the cells don’t replicate as rapidly or correctly.  In many ways no 

different than in humans, where pesticides, herbicides and second hand smoke, can trigger cancer growth.  

Terry has several events throughout the year to raise funds for CLEAR.  CLEAR is also promoting the 

recognition of Canine Cancer with the award winning movie— “My Friend: Changing the Journey”.  

 

Because Canine Lymphoma can be present in any of the dogs tissues it is very 
hard to diagnose, here are some of the Symptoms of Canine Lymphoma: 

 

1. Swollen lymph nodes. The most common place is under the dogs jaw. 

2. Lake of appetite 

3. Fever 

4. Weight loss 

5. Vomiting and/or diarrhea 

6. Sores that do not heal 

7. Skin lumps 

8. Lethargy 

9. Excessive drinking 

10. Noticeable change in personality. 

 

If you notice anything strange or different in your dogs physical appearance or his personality please have 

your dog checked out by your Vet.  
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April 24, 2015      AKC Adds New “Urban CGC”   

Title To Popular Canine Good Citizen® Program 
By: Stephanie J. Smith 

 

New York, NY – Giving responsible owners a whole new level of 

achievement for their dogs, the American Kennel Club (AKC) an-

nounced today the launch of “AKC Urban CGC” to the Canine Good 

Citizen (CGC) training program. The new title focuses on city-dwelling 

dogs and the special skills they require. 

 

Since 1989, more than 700,000 dogs and their owners have been recog-

nized by the CGC program, which rewards the dogs’ good manners at 

home and in the community.  

 

As with CGC, AKC Urban CGC requires a 10-step test of skills that dogs 

must pass to earn the official AKC Urban CGC title. AKC Urban CGC skills dogs must possess include: 

 

 Exits/enters doorways (of dog friendly buildings) with no pulling 

 Walks through a crowd on a busy urban sidewalk 

 Reacts appropriately to city distractions (horns, sirens, etc.) 

 Waits on leash, crosses street under control 

 Ignores food and food containers on sidewalk 

 Person approaches on sidewalk and pets dog 

 3-minute down-stay in lobby of dog friendly building 

 Safely negotiates stairs and elevators 

 Housetrained 

 Enters, exits, rides dog-friendly transportation (car, subway in a carry bag, cab) 

 

http://www.akc.org/author/stephanie-smith/
http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/training/urban-canine-good-citizen/cgcu-test-items/
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“City dogs require a very special set of skills, including waiting to cross a street, ignoring food tossed on a 

sidewalk, behaving in building lobbies and riding elevators,” said Mary Burch, Ph.D., Director of the Ca-

nine Good Citizen program. “Urban CGC reinforces practical, everyday skills for the millions of dogs liv-

ing in urban areas today, creating safer, more responsible communities.” 

 

To be eligible for the AKC Urban CGC title, dogs must have a CGC certificate or title on record at AKC 

and must have an AKC number (AKC registration number, PAL number, or AKC Canine Partners num-

ber). Dogs passing the AKC Urban Dog test will earn the “CGCU” title. 

With the introduction of AKC Urban CGC, the AKC's CGC program now provides a variety of training 

options for dog owners and their dogs. Beginning with AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy, progressing to Canine Good 

Citizen, AKC Community Canine and now AKC Urban CGC, the CGC program trains dogs through all 

stages of life and in all settings to be well-behaved in society.  

 

Instructors can learn more about the program and begin training their students on AKC Urban CGC skills 

by visiting the AKC Urban CGC page.  Urban CGC test materials are now available in the AKC store.   

 

AKC Urban CGC testing will be administered by approved AKC CGC evaluators nationwide beginning 

this month. 

“Urban CGC” Title  - Continued 

http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/training/urban-canine-good-citizen/
http://apps.akc.org/apps/store/index.cfm?view=category&cde_category=CGC,STAR
http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/training/urban-canine-good-citizen/cgcu-trainers-classes-evaluators/
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VHOC ADVANCED OBEDIENCE CLASS STRUCTURE  

Taught by Laurie Burnam 

Tuesdays 7:45 to 8:45pm 

 If you want to practice or learn the Novice, Open and/or Utility competition obedience exercises, come on 

out Tuesdays, 7:45 to 8:45 and join my class. It is a lot of fun and a great way to improve on all the obedi-

ence exercises. Please contact Laurie Burnam for more information -  bellaluna@pacbell.net 

First half of class: 

1.    Group heeling 

2.    Figure 8’s 

3.    Sit for exam 

4.    Stand for exam 

5.    Moving stand for exam 

6.     Signals up close and distance 

7.    Recalls through handlers and dogs on leash for distractions 

8.     Drops in heel position 

9.    Drops with handler walking 4 steps past dog 

10. Full drop on recalls 

11. Fronts, straight on and at an angle 

12. Finishes, left and right 

13. Stationary attention at heel position with distractions 

14.  Heel through toys and food dishes 

15. Catch up heeling with left and right turns 

16. Circle/line recall with 2 or more at a time for distractions, if dogs are ok 

17.  PVC box work 

 

 Second half of class or last 20 minutes: 

 

1.     Group sits and downs 

2.     Dumbbell work, hold, take, retrieve on flat and jump 

3.     Jumps for open and utility exercises, broad, high and bar 

4.     Glove retrieves and all it’s parts 

5.     Article work and all it’s steps 

6.     Go outs and directed jumping 

  

Each person can rotate stations or we work as a group on a single exercise. These exercises all depend on 

who is enrolled in the class and their level of training. 
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Linda Brooks and Olive (Windrose Olive You Need Is Love WC), 

April 12, 2015 LRCSC, Prado Dog Park, CA— Passed the LRC 

Working Certificate 

 

 

Rhonda Harvey and Casper — 

April 5, 2014—Tri Valley Shetland 

Sheepdog Club of  NW Los Ange-

les, Simi Valley, CA: 

 

NEW PACH Title 

 

  

Sharon Clarke and Flynn—May 9, 2015, Buenaventura  Dog Training Club, Simi Valley, CA: 

Utility B—4th place— 193.5 

High Scoring Grand Champion 
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Sheri Scott and Spike—April 11, 2015, Papillion Club of Southern California, Bloomington, CA: 

Qualifying Score and 3rd Place in Beginner Novice. 

Laurie Burnam and Scusi —May 2 and 3, 2015,  TCASWA ASCA Stock trial, Leona Valley, Task Farms: 

Started Sheep Course D 

70  3rd place  2nd leg  STDs Title 

70  1st place.  

78   2nd place 

70.  Q 

This was a hard, tight course, especially for this novice dog, but she tried and succeeded. With each class we 

improved. 

Laurie Burnam and Scusi—May 9, 2015, Buenaventura Dog Training Club AKC Trial, Simi Valley, CA:  

 

Rally Excellent B.  100. 1st Place  

Rally Advanced B.  99. 1st Place.  3rd RAE leg 

Novice B Obedience. 196.5. 3rd Place  2nd leg  
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Debbie Lang and Quila—Tri-County Working Aus-

tralian Shepherd Club, Stock Dog Trial Saturday May 

2 and Sunday May 3: 

While our first time trying the ASCA Stock Dog Open 

Trial Dog class at Nationals didn’t go really well, Qui-

la redeemed herself this weekend. 

Saturday May 2: 

AM Trial—92  -  2nd place—1st Q 

PM Trial—95  -  1st Place—2nd Q and OTDs title. 

Sunday May 3: 

AM Trial—103  - 1st place 

PM Trial—98  -   1st place 

So her ASCA titles are now: 

Lang’s Quila  OTDs  RAX  GS-E   RS-E   JS-E

-SP 

 

Kathy Spilos and Caelia— 

Kathy Spilos says that she and Caelia spent a wonderful day at 

the German Shepherd Dog Club of the San Gabriel Valley, Inc.'s bi-

annual Specialty trial and conformation show on Saturday, April 18. 

Especially pleased with Lia's second leg and score of 192 on her Be-

ginner Novice title and placement despite her human's falling short of 

the mark in the training department lately. Love this girl who never 

ceases to amaze me, yet at the same time let's me know it when the 

human part of the team drops the ball!  

https://www.facebook.com/GSDCSGV
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 I received information from both Alli-

son Pobirs and Melody Meyers on CARDA, 

California Rescue Dog Association, Inc. having 

a fund raiser. 

 CARDA is a volunteer group of people 

who dedicate their time and energy to helping 

find people that are lost, that are caught in 

earthquakes, avalanches and any number of dis-

asters requiring a search and rescue team. 

  On the following pages is a description 

of what CARDA doed and a fund raiser that 

they are having to help support CARDA. They 

have several locations where Pet Express is 

helping with a Dog Washing event.  Locations 

near VHOC are in Pasadena, Tarzana and Bev-

erly Hills.    

 

Individuals may also donate directly at the 

CARDA website: http://www.carda.org 

http://www.carda.org
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What is CARDA? 

The California Rescue Dog Association, Inc. (CARDA) is a group of volunteers with specially 

trained dogs dedicated to assisting in the search for missing persons. CARDA teams are availa-

ble 24 hours a day, 365 days a year to respond to local, state, and federal law enforcement as 

well as other public service agency requests. 

Established in 1976 and the largest search dog group in the nation, CARDA and its standards 

serve as a model for other search dog teams. CARDA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and 

has 120 currently certified dog teams spread throughout the state. 

In addition to mission-ready dog teams, there are also 113 active members without a currently 

certified dog, 86 apprentices working towards mission-ready status, 22 pre-apprentice members, 

and 26 support members. 

CARDA search teams have participated in thousands of searches over the years and have saved 

the taxpayers millions of dollars through the use of volunteer  resources. CARDA members 

incur all costs including mileage, equipment, pagers, and dog expenses. CARDA provides 

a radio to each mission-ready team member for field use. Many CARDA members take time off 

work to participate in searches and training, drive thousands of miles a year, and spend 50 to 

100 hours per month for training and searches. CARDA teams participate in 200 to 400 search-

es annually. 

Area Search - Trailing - Cadaver - Water - Avalanche - Disaster  

http://search-dogs.carda.org/home 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

San Francisco, CA, May 1, 2015 

WASH ‘N FIND Event at Pet Food Express June 6 and 7 Benefits Search Dogs 

It’s two in the morning. Your phone rings. Would you get out of your comfortable bed, dress, load your 

dog into your car, drive for miles into the wilderness and spend the next 10 hours hiking through mud, brush 

and dense forest looking for someone you’ve never met? That’s what the more than 300 volunteers of CARDA 

– California Rescue Dog Association – and their highly trained canine partners are doing every day of the year, 

24/7, throughout the state of California.  

Now community members and their dogs have a chance to meet and support these extraordinary volun-

teers and their hard-working canine partners in their life-saving work. 

On June 6th and 7th, 17 select Pet Food Express stores in Northern and Southern California will be host-

ing CARDA Search and Rescue dogs in a unique fund-raiser – WASH ‘N FIND -  that benefits not only these 

very special dog heroes but the family pup as well. From 9:30 am to 7:00 pm both days, all the proceeds from 

pet wash tokens sold at participating stores will be donated to CARDA. 

Pet wash tokens cost $15 and activate the convenient self-serve wash stations for 25 minutes. Pet Food 

Express provide everything needed to get Fido clean and presentable -  a back-saving raised tub, shampoo, 

towels, air dryer, apron, after-bath tub clean-up - and are easier than trying to wash dogs at home. Pet wash 

tokens can be used any Pet Food Express store with a self-serve pet wash and do not have to be used on the 

day of the event. There’s even a “buy 3- get the 4th one free” option.  

Individuals may also donate directly at the CARDA website: http://www.carda.org 

“Buy tokens as gifts, buy tokens for the year, buy for the future. This is the perfect time to stock up” 

suggests CARDA President Carol Shapiro. “Dogs will get dirty all year long just like we and our dogs will be 

out there saving lives all year long!” 

This is the third time Pet Food Express has teamed with CARDA. Says Pet Food Express Director of 

Community Outreach, Mike Murray, “Pet Food Express prides itself on the quality of its products, its custom-

er service and giving back to the pet community. We also take a great deal of pride in being associated with a 

group such as CARDA. The incredible work done by the dedicated handlers and their canines is something we 

admire, respect and support.” 

CARDA members and their dogs will be available at all 17 stores throughout both days to greet the 

public, giving families the chance to talk with the handlers and meet the Search and Rescue dogs “up close and 

personal”. From Rat Terriers to Mastiffs, there have been dogs of more than 50 breeds who have achieved 

Mission-Ready status and at the present time, CARDA has dogs of 34 recognized breeds in their program as 

well as 31 mixed breed dogs, some of whom are shelter rescues.  

At any given time, CARDA, the oldest and largest all-volunteer Not-For-Profit canine Search and Res-

cue organization in the nation has more than 150 certified dog and handler teams ready to deploy in search of 

the lost and missing. Providing services to local law enforcement, community service organizations, the Na-

tional Forest Service and FEMA, CARDA members deploy on almost 400 searches annually and all of this at 

no cost to the public!  

http://www.carda.org
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Since its inception in 1976, CARDA K-9 search teams have participated in thousands of searches and 

saved the taxpayers of California millions of dollars through the use of this unique voluntary community re-

source. CARDA members personally absorb nearly every cost associated with their work: the dog, dog food, 

routine and emergency veterinary care, equipment, gas, vehicle maintenance, outside training, and time lost 

from work.  

With an all-volunteer staff, every dollar raised goes directly to helping the organization continue its life 

saving work. The organization is planning to use the monies raised to cover emergency medical bills for dogs 

injured in the line of duty. With the amount of time and training it takes to bring a dog and handler to Mission-

Ready status, each certified team is an extremely valuable resource. Ensuring every dog has access to the best 

and most comprehensive medical treatment available helps assure dogs remain healthy, active and available to 

work when the call comes in. Funds will also be dispersed to help partially cover handler deployment expens-

es. CARDA is a 501c3 Not-For-Profit so any donations made to CARDA will be tax deductible. 

CARDA search dogs and the handlers will be at the following locations: 

 

 
 

For more information, or to donate directly to CARDA, visit http://www.carda.org 

Media Contacts: 

CARDA PFE Media Contact: Mark Herrick (510)706-2000 mark@flowingriver.net 

PFE Director of Community Relations - Mike Murray (510)924-3309 mmurray@petfoodexpress.com 

CARDA PFE Event Operations: Greg Slavit (925)550-8173 669blackk9@gmail.com 

CARDA President: Carol Shapiro (530)613-2006 caroljshapiro@sbcglobal.net 

Tarzana                                

18419 Ventura 

Blvd. 

Tarzana, 91356 

 

SF California St.                                  

3150 California 

Street 

San Francisco, 

CA 94115  

Fremont                                   

609 39010 Paseo 

Padre Parkway 

Fremont, CA 

94538  

Piedmont                                   

3868 Piedmont 

Avenue 

Oakland, CA 

94611  

El Cerrito                                    

11430 San Pablo 

Avenue 

El Cerrito, CA 

94530 

Rolling Hills Es-

tates                         

2158 27341 Haw-

thorne Blvd. 

Rolling Hills Es-

tates, CA 90274  

SF Market St.                                 

1975 Market 

Street 

San Francisco, 

CA 94103 
 

San Leandro                                    

265 Davis Street 

San Leandro, CA 

94577 
 

Rockridge                                    

5144 Broadway 

Oakland, CA 

94611 
 

Oakland Tele-

graph                                    

6398 Telegraph 

Avenue 

Oakland, CA 

94609 

Pasadena                                 

320 S. Lake Ave-

nue 

Pasadena, CA 

91101    

Livermore                                   

1436 1st St. 

Livermore, CA 

94550 
 

Montclair                                   

2220 Mountain 

Blvd. #170 

Oakland, CA 

94611  

Alameda                                 

2661 Blanding 

Avenue Ste. F 

Alameda, CA 

94501 

Beverly Hills                                 

785 9153 West 

Olympic Blvd. 

Beverly Hills, CA 

90212    

Pleasanton                                   

1737 Santa Rita 

Rd., Ste 100 

Pleasanton, CA 

94566    

Berkeley                                  

1101 University 

Avenue 

Berkeley, CA 

94702 

http://www.carda.org
mailto:mark@flowingriver.net
mailto:mmurray@petfoodexpress.com
mailto:669blackk9@gmail.com
mailto:caroljshapiro@sbcglobal.net
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Chaser: Unlocking the Genius of the Dog Who Knows a Thousand Words 

A New York Times Bestseller 

 

The amazing story of a very smart Border collie who is redefining animal intelligence. 
 

Chaser has a way with words. She knows over a thousand of them—more than any other animal 

of any species except humans. In addition to common nouns like house, ball, and tree, she has 

memorized the names of more than one thousand toys and can retrieve any of them on command. 

Based on that learning, she and her owner and trainer, retired psychologist John Pilley, have 

moved on to further impressive feats, demonstrating her ability to understand sentences with 

multiple elements of grammar and to learn new behaviors by imitation. 

 

John’s ingenuity and tenacity as a researcher are as impressive as Chaser’s accomplishments. His 

groundbreaking approach has opened the door to a new understanding of animal intelligence, one 

that requires us to reconsider what actually goes on in a dog’s mind. Chaser’s achievements 

reveal her use of deductive reasoning and complex problem-solving skills to address novel 

challenges. 

 

Yet astonishingly, Chaser isn’t unique. John’s training methods can be adopted by any dog lover. 

Through the poignant story of how he trained Chaser, raised her as a member of the Pilley 

family, and proved her abilities to the scientific community, he reveals the positive impact of 

incorporating learning into play and more effectively channeling a dog’s natural drives. 

 

John’s work with Chaser offers a fresh perspective on what’s possible in the relationship 

between a dog and a human. His story points us toward a new way of relating to our canine 

companions that takes into account our evolving understanding of the way animals and 

humans learn 
  

 

This book an be found on Amazon  In audible, paperback or hardcopy 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Chaser-Unlocking-Genius-Knows-

Thousand/dp/B00I0F7DPC/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid= 

 

John Pilley and Chaser were featured in a NOVA special and can be found on YOUTUBE. The 

book is an enjoyable read or listen, if you prefer. 

  
 

Thank you to Allison Pobirs for sending out this information on the VHOC Yahoo Group email.  Just 

in case there are some folks not on the Yahoo list, this sounds like a interesting and informative book to 

read. 
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