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August General Membership 

Meeting 

Friday, Aug. 18 at 
6:45 p.m. 

Evening Nature 
Walk at Franklin 

Canyon! 

NO FLEXI/RETRACTABLE 
LEASHES. 

Bring training treats, poop bag-
gies and water/bowl for your dog. 

A mostly flat, leisurely walk for 
about 1 hour. 

Contents 

August General Meeting   1 

Whom to Contact    2 

VHOC  6-Week Rally Class New Signs  3 

TOP DOG—looking for members  4 

New Novice Class with Flo Walberg  5 

July General Meeting Pictures  6 

VHOC Container Move   7 

Corn Cobs and Dogs    8 

Book: Comet’s Tale    8 

Coconut Oil for Dogs    9 

August General Meeting   11 

Brags      12 

August 19th Obed/Rally Match BCSFV 18 

VHOC Raffle     18 

It’s Trophy Time for the VHOC Trial 19 

CPLC-VHOC Training Field   20 



 2 



 3 

VHOC -  6-week Rally Class to learn the 44 New AKC Rally signs 

 

Approximate start date August 24, Thursday, 6:30 to 7:30, depends on the school room construction, 

as we will need the shade the building casts onto the field for crate set up. 

 

Novice -  6 new signs plus 5 signs are reworded  

Intermediate/Advanced - 5 new signs plus 3 are reworded 

Excellent - 5 new signs plus 7 are reworded 

Masters - 28 new signs 

 

All signs have been renumbered 

 

If anyone enters a trial in Novice, Intermediate, Advanced, Excellent or Masters after November 1st, 

these signs will be implemented.  

Some are easy to pick up, others are a challenge and will need time to train. Once this 6-week class is 

completed, we will go back to the regular format of class using all of the 111 signs with two signs on 

each sign holder pole. 

For more information, class pricing, and to  

Confirm a place in class ASAP, contact Laurie Burnam bellaluna@pacbell.net, 818-784-8440 or 818-

882-0443 club number 
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Each year, the Southern California Dog Obedience Council (SCDOC) sponsors The Top Dog Exhibition to 

provide an opportunity for its member clubs to compete against each other for Top Team and Top Dog hon-

ors. SCDOC has 19 member clubs eligible to compete in this event.  As a member club of SCDOC, VHOC 

sends a team to participate in this event, which will be held this year on Saturday, November 18th at Pikes 

Peak Park in Norco, CA. 

We are in the process of forming our VHOC team for 2017 and, as always, we welcome anyone interested 

to contact us.  We will be sending 2 dog/handler teams and 1 alternate dog/handler team for each level of 

competition obedience - Novice, Open, and Utility.  If you have been a member of VHOC for 3 months (for 

Novice) or 6 months (for Open and Utility), are in good standing with AKC, and are interested in being a 

part of the team, please contact one of our Top Dog Co-Captains by August 15, 2017. 

Patti Rovtar  

email:  rovstar@dslextreme.com 

PH:  (818) 456-6685 

     -or- 

Cindi Malchose 

email:     cindi4pets@aol.com 

PH: (818) 439-8477    

VHOC members are invited to participate in this event in other capacities as well.  This is a very fun event 

to attend - all the clubs cheer for each other, there is a lot of camaraderie between competing clubs and eve-

ryone is welcome to come and cheer us on!  We always need help setting up, bringing food/supplies, taking 

photos/video, and breaking down at the end of the day as well - we welcome your support! 

The Top Dog Rules and Regulations can be found at the following link:  

http://scdocorg.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/top-dog-rules-regulations-2-20-09.pdf 

Happy Training! 

Patti Rovtar and Cindi Malchose 

Top Dog Co-Captains 2017 
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Message from Flo Walberg regarding her Novice Obedience class.  

Please reply directly to her at otchflo3@aol.com if interested. 

 

 

Hi Everyone! 

 

We’re doing another novice obedience class soon. If you want to get your dogs started to get into 

the obedience ring or want to broaden your method of training and get some great ideas, join our 

class!!!   

 

We meet on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 8:00 PM at CPLC, our training site at 7357 Jordan Avenue, 

Canoga Park. Cost for the 6-week series is $130 for VHOC members and $150 for non-members. 

 

My name is Flo Walberg and I will be teaching the class. I have had 6 OTCH dogs and plenty of 

wins to put you on the right track.  

 

Contact me if you are interested and/or would like more information at otchflo3@aol.com 

 

Hope to see you soon, 

 

Flo  
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We had a great meeting with Officer Messmore and his canine part-
ner Daisy. 

Daisy gave us a energetic  demonstration, 
finding different bomb scents in a variety of 
settings. 

There were no live explosives. Daisy had 
enough explosive energy, and showed her great 
joy in working with Ofc. Messmore. They do 
bomb detection work for not only CSUN, but 
have been loaned out for detection work in 
different counties and for government functions. 

Donations can be made at National Police Dog Foundation.  

http://www.nationalpolicedogfoundation.org/ 
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On July 17, 2017 some of the board 

members got together,  and unload-

ed the Agility container. The con-

tainer was moved by Martin Con-

tainers to its new location at the oth-

er end of the field, then we moved 

all the equipment into the container 

after Jen sprayed it with bleach. 

Thanks to Laurie, Debbie, Carole, 

Ann, Jen, Nancy (and her grand-

son!)  for the great Container move. 



 8 

This was a public post by Dr. Andy Roark 
from 2016.  With summer time here some-
times dogs get into things we don’t intend 
them to, and sometimes we just don't know. 

"Unfortunately, Dozer & his family learned 
the hard way that corn cobs aren't safe for 
dogs - EVER. Despite how much you think 
your dog may chew a corn cob, it's NEVER 
okay to feed these to them. Their body isn't 
able to break down the corn cob & they get 
trapped in the intestines, resulting in a very 
sad, sick pooch that will likely require sur-
gery. Corn cobs are one of the most common 
foreign bodies that we remove from dogs! 
Please spread the word by sharing this post." 
- The team at New Ulm Regional Veterinary 
Center  

Comet’s Tale is a story about a friendship be-

tween two former winners, both a little down 

on their luck, who together stage a remarkable 

comeback.  In Comet’s Tale we follow their 

funny and moving journey as Wolf teaches 

Comet to be a service dog. With her boundless 

enthusiasm and regal manners, Comet attracts 

new friends to Wolf’s isolated world.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/newulmvet/
https://www.facebook.com/newulmvet/
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Coconut Oil for Dogs: Is it Really Good for Them? 
Jan Reisen | August 01, 2017 

 

Taken from—AKC website—Dog Health and Nutrition—http://www.akc.org/content/health/articles/is-coconut-oil-
good-for-dogs/ 

Coconut oil has become a popular supplement for humans. It's thought to have benefits like boosting the 

immune system, aiding in weight loss, working as an anti-inflammatory and anti-fungal, and improving 

cognitive skills in patients with Alzheimer's. Used topically, coconut oil is an effective moisturizer and 

lip balm. But pet owners are asking: Is coconut oil beneficial to dogs? The answer is a qualified "yes." 

Some holistic and naturopathic veterinarians believe that coconut oil has qualities that can aid in many 

types of canine conditions. 

 

Coconut oil comes from the meat of coconuts harvested from the coconut palm. Coconut oil consists of 
at least 90% saturated fats, most of which are Medium Chain Triglycerides (MCTs). Although we're 
used to thinking of fats as bad for us, MCTs are "good" fat and can provide several benefits, including 
being a source of fuel and energy. The components of MCTs include lauric acid, which is antibacterial, 
anti-fungal and anti-viral; capric acid and caprylic acid, which are known for their anti-fungal effects; 
and other acids that are polyunsaturated and monounsaturated fatty acids. According to Dogs Naturally 
Magazine, MCTs are quickly metabolized to provide energy. For a more in-depth explanation of the 
components of coconut oil, take a look at the presentation from the Pennington Biomedical Research 
Center at Louisiana State University. 
 

What Are the Benefits of Coconut Oil for Dogs? 

 Lauric Acid - We've already mentioned the anti-
inflammatory, anti-fungal and anti-bacterial properties of co-
conut oil. The lauric acid is also supposed to fight off virus-
es. 
 Medium Chain Triglycerides - Some vets believe that the 
MCTs in coconut oil aid in digestion and can help heal di-
gestive disorders, as well as improve brain energy and 
mental function in older dogs. 

 Reduces coughing and helps eliminate hairballs. 
 Topical Benefits - It's been known to help skin conditions like hot spots, bites, 

stings, or itchy, dry skin. Shampoos made with organic oils such as coconut oil 
can improve damaged skin and reduce allergens. Some pet owners have even 
made a DIY paw balm with coconut oil as one of the ingredients. 

 Makes dogs' coats glossy and sleek. 
 Eliminates doggy odor. 
 Benefits metabolic function, weight loss, arthritis and bone health. 

The Science Behind Coconut Oil 

http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/the-health-benefits-of-coconut-oil/
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/the-health-benefits-of-coconut-oil/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0_Yyfx83MAhUJOT4KHW6bARoQFghBMAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbrc.edu%2Ftraining-and-education%2Fppt%2FCoconut_Oil.pptx&usg=AFQjCNFeBhbBIbJ914LsX0HqIyBhmHggvQ&sig2=pmSMSyH8Li
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0_Yyfx83MAhUJOT4KHW6bARoQFghBMAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbrc.edu%2Ftraining-and-education%2Fppt%2FCoconut_Oil.pptx&usg=AFQjCNFeBhbBIbJ914LsX0HqIyBhmHggvQ&sig2=pmSMSyH8Li
http://www.akc.org/learn/dog-health/human-foods-dogs-can-and-cant-eat/
http://www.akc.org/learn/dog-health/how-to-make-your-own-paw-balm-for-winter/
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But, and this is a big "but," there is skepticism among scientists and veterinarians about all of these claims. 
According to Dr. Kathy Boehme at the Drake Center for Veterinary Care in California, while coconut oil has 
beneficial topical uses, it's not the cure-all some believe it is. Before you make the decision to use it for what-
ever ails your dog, talk to your vet and take into account that there have been no credible studies proving that 
coconut oil aids in thyroid dysfunction, weight loss, gum and teeth diseases, or cancer prevention. 

Additionally, coconut oil doesn't provide the daily fat requirements your dog needs. The acids in MCTs don't 
have enough omega-6 and omega-3 acids, and what it does contain isn't processed very efficiently. As for 
claims that MCTs protect against bacteria, viruses, and fungi, while the lauric acid in MCTs does kill germs 
in lab tests, there is no clear evidence that it can be used in great enough quantities to offer dogs much protec-
tion. 

However, given that so many pet owners are wary of the overuse of pharmaceutical antibiotics and anti-
fungals, you and your vet may decide it's worth trying this natural and holistic approach. 

How Do I Use Coconut Oils for My Dog? 

If you plan to give coconut oil to your dog orally, you must start with small amounts and build up the dosage 
gradually. You should consult with your veterinarian regarding dosage. There can be side effects, such 
as greasy stools or diarrhea, which usually happens if the dose is too large. 

To use coconut oil topically, apply it to the skin about once a week, and let it be absorbed for a few minutes. 
After five minutes or so, rinse your dog off. If he still feels excessively greasy or oily, you can follow up with 
a light shampoo and rinse. Alternatively, use a shampoo made with organic coconut oil. 

Again, consult your veterinarian. If your dog has a tendency to gain weight, has pancreatitis, or he metaboliz-
es fat inefficiently, you're better off using coconut oil topically or in very small doses. 

How Do I Choose a Coconut Oil for My Dog? 

Choose unrefined coconut oil, also called virgin 
coconut oil. Better yet, look for cold-pressed oil, 
which uses a method to process the oil quickly 
after the coconuts are harvested to preserve nutri-
ents. If you're feeding it to your dog, be aware 
that different oils have different smells and tastes. 
Some have a bold coconut taste, while others are 
bland. Some are buttery and smooth, while others 
are nutty. You may have to experiment a bit to 
find one your dog likes. 

There's no doubt that we all want to take care of 
our dogs as safely, effectively, and naturally as 
possible. Coconut oil may be the next great thing, 
but it's wise to take into account the healthy skep-
ticism that surrounds it. You and your veterinari-
an can make the decision whether coconut oil is a beneficial supplement to your dog's life. 

Coconut Oil for Dogs: Is it Really Good for Them? - continued 

http://www.thedrakecenter.com/blogs/risks-and-benefits-coconut-oil-for-pets
http://www.akc.org/learn/dog-health/doggie-diarrhea/
http://www.akc.org/learn/dog-health/pancreatitis-in-dogs/
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August General Meeting 

Evening Nature Walk at Franklin Canyon! 

Friday, Aug. 18 at 6:45 p.m. 

Join fellow VHOC members for a leisurely 
stroll along the tree-lined trails of Franklin Canyon.  Unwind from 
the week as we enjoy the sights and sounds (and for the dogs, 
smells!) of nature, and practice some skills along the way.  Along the 
way, we'll see the lake and a lovely turtle pond! 

We'll meet in the gravel parking lot for the William O. Douglas 
Outdoor Classroom and Sooky Goldman Nature Center.  The ad-
dress is 2600 Franklin Canyon Dr., Beverly Hills. 

From the Valley:  Go south on Coldwater Canyon.  Wind up the hill 
to Mulholland.  Turn right at Mulholland (a signal - Tree People will 
be on your left).  As you turn right, you'll cross over Mulholland, on-
to Franklin Canyon Dr., into a residential neighborhood.  A "hard 
right" will put you going north on Mulholland - don't do that!  Wind 
down into the canyon and turn left at the Sooky Goldman Nature 
Center sign. 

The park closes at 8 p.m., so please arrive in time to depart right at 
6:45 p.m.  We will walk for about an hour.  This is a mostly flat, lei-
surely walk, not a strenuous hike.  Please wear appropriate shoes - 
be mindful of loose gravel. 

NO FLEXI/RETRACTABLE LEASHES.   

Bring training treats, poop baggies and water/bowl for your dog. 
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Patti and Pippi—NEW UTILITY DOG TITLE 

April, 2017 SWOC Gardena - Utility A 194.5 leg #1! 

May, 2017 HDOC Van Nuys - Utility A 193.5 leg #2!! 

May, 2017 American Rottweiler Club National Specialty Carson City, NV - Utility A 197.5 leg 

#3 and HIT!!!!  UD TITLE!! 

I'm SO proud of my little monkey - I had no idea she would do this well, this soon!!  Busting 

my buttons!   
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Cynthia Casby and Potter—July 23, 2017, Dog Agility 

Club of Ventura, Camarillo, CA: 

Potter  - first Standard Agility qualifying score for  1st place 

with 95 points.  

Louise Brady and Squeak—Sunday, July 16, 2017, Papillion 

club of So Cal Agility Trial, Stone Pony, Moorpark, CA: 

Earned their first leg in Excellent Jumpers with a score of 100 

and first place! 

Photo by Ludwig GroBe 
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Allison Pobirs and Ladd—July 2, 2017—ASCA—Australian Shepherd Club of So Cal, Juniper 

Hills, CA: 

Earned the  ASCA Gamblers-Novice-Superior Performance title GS-N-SP 

Allison Pobirs and Ladd—Ladd had his AKC agility debut at the July 30th trial 

 AKC Agility - Jumpers with Weaves   Novice B    20" class  

TRIAL                                        JUDGE              LEG     DATE           YARDS/SECOND     POINTS/ 

TIME   PLACEMENT 

Agility Club of Santa Barbara       Jeff Kogen        1         07/30/17      100/33                  95 / 21.01        1st  

Simi Valley Kennel Club              Terry Cullen       2         08/05/17      96 / 32                 90 / 21.33        1st  

Simi Valley Kennel Club            Cindy Blanton      3         08/06/17     122 / 41              100 / 21.20         1st  

NEW—Novice Agility Jumpers—NAJ Title 

AKC Agility—Standard Course Novice B 20” class 

TRIAL                                                 JUDGE     LEG   DATE           YARDS/SECOND      POINTS/ 

TIME   PLACEMENT 

Agility Club of Santa Barbara    Jeff Kogen          1        07/30/17              139/67         100 / 38.21       1st  

Simi Valley Kennel Club            Terry Cullen       2        08/06/17              126 / 61        100 /   29.61     1st 
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Debbie Lang and Quila—July 20, 22 and 23,  Buenaventura DTC and Dog Agility Club of Ventura, Cam-

arillo, CA: 

7-20-17—New Premier JWW Title, Premier STD Q and 9 Pt T2B Q 

7-22-17—New Premier Standard Title,  Master Fast Q, 10 Pt T2B Q 

7-23-17—Premier JWW Q, 10 Pt. T2B Q 

Debbie Lang and Panda—July 23, 2017—Dog Agility Club of Ventura, Camarillo, CA: 

7-23-2017— JWW Excellent—Q—1st place—second qualifying score. 

7-20-17 7-22-2017 7-23-2017 
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Jennifer Voogt and Cali - 

 

Cali got her HT title at the Pleasant Valley Stock Dog 

Club on July 29th and 30th.  

Cynthia Casby and Potter—July 29/30, 2017  - 

Pleasant Valley Stockdog Club, Santa Rosa Park, 

Camarillo, CA: 

 

Potter got her HT (Herding Tested) Title  

Debbie Lang and Panda—7-29-

2017, Pleasant Valley Stockdog 

Club, Santa Rosa Valley Park, CA: 

Panda qualified for her PT (Pre-Trial 

Tested) herding Title on Saturday 

July 29th. 

VHOC had three dogs at the Pleasant Valley Stockdog Trial at Santa Rosa Park in Camarillo, they were all 

entered in Test classes. To earn a HT-herding tested title the dog has to show interest in stock, hold a stay at 

the start, show a change of direction, , move the stock between two cones, and be able to be called off of 

stock.  The PT Pre-Trial tested, the dog holds a down until sent, picks up the stock, with the handler moves 

them through two panels, turns them around, takes them back through the two panels to the re-pen and 

holds a down while the sheep are moved back into the pen. It was a great trial and everyone had fun. 
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Debbie Lang and Quila, Fable and Panda 

All three dogs qualified on Saturday August 

5 at both the AM and PM Farm Dog Certifi-

cation Trials put on by the Boxer Club of 

San Fernando Valley, at TASK Farms in 

Leona Valley.   

I have to admit I was the most worried about 

Fable and sheep, she was showing a lot of 

interest and almost failed because she didn’t 

want to stop looking at them when she need-

ed to come to me. 

So all three dog will have FDC added to 

their titles. 

For those interested—all of the requirements for Farm Dog Certification testing are 

listed on the AKC website—http://www.akc.org/events/herding/farm-dog-certified-

test/ 

“The Farm Dog Certified test provides for a series of twelve exercises that represent situations a farm 

dog would encounter in a typical farm environment. The basic test requirements are designed to empha-

size a dog’s ability of self-control, confidence and trust necessary to succeed in any canine/human part-

nership. These traits and foundational training are vital to a working farm dog. The FDC program pro-

vides an opportunity for all dogs to apply their basic training in a novel environment, demonstrating their 

natural capability and trainability to work in partnership with their human companions. The Farm Dog 

Certified test is open to all dogs.” - Taken from AKC website—Overview Farm Dog Test 
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There is no time like the present to start clearing out those rooms 
full of dog stuff, or items you have stored in the garage.  

Please let Cindi Malchose  at Cindi4pets@aol.com or  

Allison Pobirs at sunnyedog@yahoo.com know 

if you have any items to donate. 
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As well as doing the Newsette I am also responsible for rounding up the 
trophy sponsorships for our December trial. 

I have sent out requests to members who had sponsored last year and 
received quite a few positive responses and checks.  I will be sending out 
a second reminder, and a sponsorship payment reminder in the coming 
week. 

I have several awards that I know are open for sponsorship - 

I need one more sponsor for Saturday and for Sunday for the Rally High 
Scoring Triple Qualifying award (qualifying in Advanced, Excellent and 
Masters). The award is a cash award of $75.00 and I am splitting it be-
tween 3 sponsors so it is only $25.00 if you would like to help with this 
award. 

We also have: 

Saturday—Rally Novice A $25.00 

Saturday—Rally Advanced A $25.00 

Sunday— Obedience—Veterans $25.00 

Sunday—Obedience—Preferred Open $25.00 

Sunday—Obedience—Beginner Novice B $25.00 

Sunday—Rally Intermediate $25.00 

I need to have all of our awards sponsored prior to the end of Septem-
ber (which isn’t that far away) to be in the Premium list. 

 

Please contact Debbie Lang at djlang@sbcglobal.net if you 
are interested in sponsoring a class or more than one class. 
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Just a update on CPLC construction and VHOC— 

 

Construction has started and the modular buildings are moving into place.  As you saw earlier in the 

Newsette our Agility container had been moved. As a result of this expansion, VHOC is losing the entire 

west half of the field.   

We all will need to be patient and flexible as we work together to adjust to the new field conditions.  Please 

remember we are always using a shared space.  Be aware of your surroundings as you enter the field, tak-

ing care not to accidentally walk through, or too close to, someone's class, etc.  Take necessary steps to 

prevent/limit barking when your dog is crated so as not to be a nuisance to other students or facility neigh-

bors.  Agility students in the 6:30 p.m. class are reminded to please arrive at 6 p.m. to assist with set up.   

The construction team may temporarily park equipment in the parking spots along the edge of the 

field.  The parking spots next to the grass may not be available for the next couple of months.  There will 

still be plenty of parking on the black top.  

We know this new arrangement is not ideal, but we thank you in advance for your cooperation.  In the 

meantime, let's all work together to make this transition as smooth as possible. 

 

They are not expected, but if there are any class cancellations due to the construction 

work either the Instructor, or the class Coordinator will be sending out an email noti-

fication to class members. 


